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Dean Terrell, Mr. Beauchamp and Gentlemen of the Conference:
As the Dean has indicated it was impossible for President Donovan
to come over to your meeting this morning, and it is by virtue of his
absence, that I am able to participate, and on behalf of the University,
to welcome you to the campus. We are glad to have you here.
There is much pride here at the University in the fact that the
Department of Highways values the services of this institution and
does not hesitate to call upon it for assistance. We share with you an
awareness of the great importance of carefully planned and well constructed roads ancl. highways to the economy of the State and as well
to the educational program itself, and we are very glad that the University can in some small measure contribute to the extension and
betterment of Kentucky's Highway system :
I cannot say with any degree of authority that the Highway Department and the University were the first to initiate certain cooperative
endeavors that I want to mention briefly, but they have certainly been
among the first. In 1941, under the administration of Governor Keen
Johnson and dming the term of J. Lyter Donaldson, Commissioner of
Highways, the D epartment erected on tl1e University campus the Highway Materials Research Laboratory. This building was jointly planned
by the engineers of the Highway Department and by certain members
of the staff of tl1e College of Engineering, and it has since been operated cooperatively in the interest of better roads for tl1e State.
Although I am only casually acquainted with the Laboratory and its
research program, I have been led to believe that it is one of the best
experimental centers of this kind in the country, and that its operations
have benefited the State greatly in the development of new road building materials and the more efficient use of old ones. The construction
of highways is a science, and rule of thumb methods are no longer adequate. It is to the credit of the Highway Department and the highway
engineers in this State that they recognized this fact many years ago.
The second cooperative enterprize is the arrangement whereby eighteen selected freshmen students are annually awarded scholarships in
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Civil EngineeriQg by the Department of Highways. These awards,
amounting to $500.00 each, are intended to see the boy through the
freshman year of college. Thereafter, he completes his college program
in alternate periods of study and employment by the Highway Department. The advantages of such a plan are several. After the plan has
been in effect for a few years, the D ep artment should be assured of a
steady Row of young men trained specifically for Highway Enga1eering; the preparation of these new engineers will have b een a judicious
mixture of theoretical and practical work; and each trainee should be
thoroughly acquainted with the peculiar problem posed by the
projected Kentucky Highway system . Finally, the plan enables
a number of highly capable yom1g men to secure a college
education who might otherwise be deprived of such an opportunity because of inadequate financial backing. Bear in mind, please,
that this program costs th e State only $9,000.00 a year. All other expenditures are in payment for the labor of these students during their
periods of employment by the D epartment. I doubt that the State
ever made a better investment than it is making in these yo(mg people.
It is my impression that this scheme devised by Commissioner Withers,
Mr. Bray, and D ean D. V. Terrell is the first of its kind in the country.
At any rate, it has received a lot of favorable attention and has served
as a stimulus to similar endeavors in other States. And I might add
here that the program is not restricted now to the eighteen scholarships
furnished by the State. It occurred to Dean Terrell that there might be
certain engineers in the State and certain business organizations, whose
work is associated with highway construction, that might be willing to
expand the program by granting additional scholarships. As a result
of efforts in th is direction, the state scholarship program has been
expanded by as many as five or six other awards.
A third phase of the cooperative program between the D epartment
of Highways and th e University is the seventy-two weeks extension
course designed for preparing the employees of the D epartment to
move into more responsible positions. This course, which is taught by
th e University, covers general mathematics, mechanics, strength of
materials, stresses, steel design, and reinforced concrete design. It
involves six sessions of twelve weeks each. I b elieve that we are now
in the second of these sessions. This program, as well as the scholarship plan, has had the active support of Governor Clements and Commissioner Keck, and we are very happy here to cooperate with them.
Some of you are familiar with another cooperative enterprise here
at the University. Currently, I am informed that a sub-section of the
16

Bridge Department is operating in the Drafting Room at Anderson
Hall utilizing student draftsmen on a part-time basis. Finally the High·way Department and the University are together sponsoring this anHual Kentucky Highway Conference. The first of this new series of
conferences was held a year ago and we are now initiating a second.
I trust that for each of you these sessions will be enjoyable and profitable. The University is happy today to play host to your meeting and
to extend to each of you greetings and a very cordial welcome.

17

